CHAPTER V
1801-1814
Extension of Acts to Ireland. Efforts of Christian and Villien to
ensure deposit. Action by Cambridge University. The Clasgotc Memor-
ial. House of Commons Select Committee. Indignation of the pub'
Ushers. House of Commons Bills. The Copyright Act, 1814.
IN* the first year of the nineteenth century the publishers suffered
another blow from Parliament, To prevent the constant piracy
of English works in Ireland, and of Irish works in England, and
also to commemorate the Union with Ireland, a new Act (41 Geo.
III,c. 107) was passed on 2 July 180L This Act not only extended
the law of copyright to Ireland, but also gave the Libraries of
Trinity College and the King's Inns, Dublin, the right to a free
copy of every new book and reprint entered at Stationers' Hall.
Henceforth eleven copies of all registered works were required
to be delivered to Stationers' Hall, instead of nine, if legal pro-
tection for any work was desired1 (s. vi).
The actual phraseology of this Act, however, helped consider-
ably to strengthen the general conviction at the time that no
printer was obliged to deposit copies of any work of which the
tide had not been registered, and of which therefore the copy-
right was not sought,2 So the printers registered and deposited
copies of just what they pleased.
Such were the laws upon the subject of legal deposit, and such
was the practice, until the year 1805. Moreover, the privileged
libraries acquiesced in this construction. They received free
copies of the small number of publications that the printers
chose to deliver, and meekly purchased copies of those works that
had not been registered, but of which they had the greatest need*
1 For the part of this Act relating to deposits see post, pp. 307-8.
*  This opinion, as we have shown, was challenged by Bishop Law in 1770.
See ante, p. 42.
*  391 works were published in London in 1803, of which number twenty-
two only were received gratis by Cambridge University. Twenty-five oaJy
of the 400 works published in London in the following year were received
by the same University under the Act See B. Montagu, Etquxriez md
Observation, etc., 1805, pp. 12-19,